Ezekial 34

Israel’s False Shepherds

The word of the Lord came to me: 2“Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel,
prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the Lord God: Ho, shepherds of
Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? ® You eat the fat,
you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fatlings; but you do not feed the sheep.

* The weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the crippled you have not
bound up; the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and with force
and harshness you have ruled them. > So they were scattered, because there was no shepherd; and
they became food for all the wild beasts. ®* My sheep were scattered, they wandered over all the
mountains and on every high hill; my sheep were scattered over all the face of the earth, with
none to search or seek for them.

7 “Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 8 As I live, says the Lord God, because
my sheep have become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all the wild beasts, since
there was no shepherd; and because my shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but the
shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep; ° therefore, you shepherds, hear the
word of the Lord: '° Thus says the Lord God, Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will
require my sheep at their hand, and put a stop to their feeding the sheep; no longer shall the
shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, that they may not be food
for them.

God, the True Shepherd

1 “For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them
out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when some of his sheep!! have been scattered abroad, so
will I seek out my sheep; and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered
on a day of clouds and thick darkness. '* And I will bring them out from the peoples, and gather
them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the fountains, and in all the inhabited places of the country. "1 will feed
them with good pasture, and upon the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they
shall lie down in good grazing land, and on fat pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel.
15T myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God.
16T will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the crippled, and I will
strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will watch over;!” I will feed them in justice.

17«As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord God: Behold, I judge between sheep and sheep, rams
and he-goats. '*Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down
with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must foul the rest
with your feet? ' And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what
you have fouled with your feet?



20“Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat
sheep and the lean sheep. 2! Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak
with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 221 will save my flock, they shall no longer
be a prey; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 2> And I will set up over them one shepherd,
my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. * And I, the
Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have
spoken.

25T will make with them a covenant of peace and banish wild beasts from the land, so that they
may dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods. 2® And I will make them and the
places round about my hill a blessing; and I will send down the showers in their season; they
shall be showers of blessing. 27 And the trees of the field shall yield their fruit, and the earth shall
yield its increase, and they shall be secure in their land; and they shall know that I am the Lord,
when I break the bars of their yoke, and deliver them from the hand of those who enslaved them.
28 They shall no more be a prey to the nations, nor shall the beasts of the land devour them; they
shall dwell securely, and none shall make them afraid. ?° And I will provide for them
prosperous’ plantations so that they shall no more be consumed with hunger in the land, and no
longer suffer the reproach of the nations. ** And they shall know that I, the Lord their God, am
with them, and that they, the house of Israel, are my people, says the Lord God. 3! And you are
my sheep, the sheep of my pasture,' and I am your God, says the Lord God.”

Ezekial 37

The Valley of Dry Bones

The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord, and set me
down in the midst of the valley;[! it was full of bones. > And he led me round among them; and
behold, there were very many upon the valley;™ and lo, they were very dry. 3> And he said to me,
“Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, thou knowest.” * Again he
said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.

3 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath®! to enter you, and you shall
live. ® And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you
with skin, and put breath™! in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

7So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold, a
rattling; and the bones came together, bone to its bone. ® And as I looked, there were sinews on
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in
them. ° Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to the
breath,! Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath,[7 and breathe upon these
slain, that they may live.” °So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into
them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great host.



"' Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say,
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.” > Therefore prophesy, and
say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves, and raise you from your
graves, O my people; and I will bring you home into the land of Israel. > And you shall know
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people.

4 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land;
then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken, and I have done it, says the Lord.”

The Two Sticks

15 The word of the Lord came to me: '®“Son of man, take a stick and write on it, ‘For Judah, and
the children of Israel associated with him’; then take another stick and write upon it, ‘For Joseph
(the stick of E'phraim) and all the house of Israel associated with him’; 17 and join them together
into one stick, that they may become one in your hand. '® And when your people say to you,
“Will you not show us what you mean by these?’ !° say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold,
I am about to take the stick of Joseph (which is in the hand of E'phraim) and the tribes of Israel
associated with him; and I will join!*! with it the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, that
they may be one in my hand. 2° When the sticks on which you write are in your hand before their
eyes, 2! then say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will take the people of Israel from
the nations among which they have gone, and will gather them from all sides, and bring them to
their own land; %2 and I will make them one nation in the land, upon the mountains of Israel; and
one king shall be king over them all; and they shall be no longer two nations, and no longer
divided into two kingdoms. 2> They shall not defile themselves any more with their idols and
their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions; but I will save them from all the
backslidings in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them; and they shall be my people, and

I will be their God.

24“My servant David shall be king over them; and they shall all have one shepherd. They shall
follow my ordinances and be careful to observe my statutes. 2> They shall dwell in the land where
your fathers dwelt that I gave to my servant Jacob; they and their children and their children’s
children shall dwell there for ever; and David my servant shall be their prince for ever. 2° I will
make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them; and I will
bless!™ them and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore.

2" My dwelling place shall be with them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

28 Then the nations will know that I the Lord sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary is in the midst of
them for evermore.”



John 10: 1-18: Jesus the Good Shepherd

10 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by
another way, that man is a thief and a robber; 2 but he who enters by the door is the shepherd of
the sheep. ® To him the gatekeeper opens; the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by
name and leads them out. * When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the
sheep follow him, for they know his voice. > A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee
from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” ¢ This figure Jesus used with them, but
they did not understand what he was saying to them.

7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who
came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not heed them. °I am the door; if any
one enters by me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. ° The thief comes
only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. !' I am
the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hireling
and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and
flees; and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. '3 He flees because he is a hireling and cares
nothing for the sheep. 41 am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know me, '° as the
Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. ' And I have
other sheep, that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will heed my voice. So
there shall be one flock, one shepherd. !” For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down
my life, that I may take it again. '* No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again; this charge I have received from
my Father.”

Psalm 89: God’s Covenant with David

A Maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite.

I will sing of thy steadfast love, O Lord, for ever;
with my mouth I will proclaim thy faithfulness to all generations.
2 For thy steadfast love was established for ever,
thy faithfulness is firm as the heavens.
3 Thou hast said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
I have sworn to David my servant:
41 will establish your descendants for ever,
and build your throne for all generations.’”’Selah

> Let the heavens praise thy wonders, O Lord,
thy faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones!
8 For who in the skies can be compared to the Lord?
Who among the heavenly beings!"! is like the Lord,
7a God feared in the council of the holy ones,



great and terriblel:! above all that are round about him?
80 Lord God of hosts,
who is mighty as thou art, O Lord,
with thy faithfulness round about thee?
® Thou dost rule the raging of the sea;
when its waves rise, thou stillest them.
19 Thou didst crush Rahab like a carcass,
thou didst scatter thy enemies with thy mighty arm.
' The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine;
the world and all that is in it, thou hast founded them.
12 The north and the south, thou hast created them;
Tabor and Hermon joyously praise thy name.
13 Thou hast a mighty arm;
strong is thy hand, high thy right hand.
14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of thy throne;
steadfast love and faithfulness go before thee.
15 Blessed are the people who know the festal shout,
who walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance,
16 who exult in thy name all the day,
and extol™ thy righteousness.
17For thou art the glory of their strength;
by thy favor our horn is exalted.
18 For our shield belongs to the Lord,
our king to the Holy One of Israel.

19 Of old thou didst speak in a vision
to thy faithful one, and say:
“I have set the crownl! upon one who is mighty,
I have exalted one chosen from the people.
20T have found David, my servant;
with my holy oil I have anointed him;
2l 50 that my hand shall ever abide with him,
my arm also shall strengthen him.
22 The enemy shall not outwit him,
the wicked shall not humble him.
21 will crush his foes before him
and strike down those who hate him.
24 My faithfulness and my steadfast love shall be with him,
and in my name shall his horn be exalted.
23] will set his hand on the sea
and his right hand on the rivers.



26 He shall cry to me, ‘Thou art my Father,
my God, and the Rock of my salvation.’
27 And I will make him the first-born,
the highest of the kings of the earth.
28 My steadfast love I will keep for him for ever,
and my covenant will stand firm for him.
21 will establish his line for ever
and his throne as the days of the heavens.
39Tf his children forsake my law
and do not walk according to my ordinances,
31if they violate my statutes
and do not keep my commandments,
32then I will punish their transgression with the rod
and their iniquity with scourges;
33but I will not remove from him my steadfast love,
or be false to my faithfulness.
34T will not violate my covenant,
or alter the word that went forth from my lips.
33 Once for all I have sworn by my holiness;
I will not lie to David.
36 His line shall endure for ever,
his throne as long as the sun before me.
371 ike the moon it shall be established for ever;
it shall stand firm while the skies endure.”!ISelah

38 But now thou hast cast off and rejected,
thou art full of wrath against thy anointed.

39 Thou hast renounced the covenant with thy servant;
thou hast defiled his crown in the dust.

40 Thou hast breached all his walls;
thou hast laid his strongholds in ruins.

41 All that pass by despoil him;
he has become the scorn of his neighbors.

2 Thou hast exalted the right hand of his foes;
thou hast made all his enemies rejoice.

3 Yea, thou hast turned back the edge of his sword,
and thou hast not made him stand in battle.

# Thou hast removed the scepter from his hand,"!
and cast his throne to the ground.

43 Thou hast cut short the days of his youth;
thou hast covered him with shame.Selah



46 How long, O Lord? Wilt thou hide thyself for ever?
How long will thy wrath burn like fire?

4TRemember, O Lord,!") what the measure of life is,
for what vanity thou hast created all the sons of men!

8 What man can live and never see death?
Who can deliver his soul from the power of Sheol?Selah

4 Lord, where is thy steadfast love of old,

which by thy faithfulness thou didst swear to David?
39 Remember, O Lord, how thy servant is scorned;

how I bear in my bosom the insults!” of the peoples,
3! with which thy enemies taunt, O Lord,

with which they mock the footsteps of thy anointed.

2 Blessed be the Lord for ever!

Amen and Amen.

Psalm 110: Assurance of Victory for God’s Priest-King

A Psalm of David.

The Lord says to my lord:
“Sit at my right hand,
till I make your enemies your footstool.”

2 The Lord sends forth from Zion
your mighty scepter.
Rule in the midst of your foes!
3 Your people will offer themselves freely
on the day you lead your host
upon the holy mountains. ™!
From the womb of the morning
like dew your youtht™! will come to you.
*The Lord has sworn
and will not change his mind,

“You are a priest for ever
after the order of Melchiz'edek.”

3 The Lord is at your right hand;
he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath.
%He will execute judgment among the nations,
filling them with corpses;
he will shatter chiefs!!



over the wide earth.
"He will drink from the brook by the way;
therefore he will lift up his head.

Daniel 2:24-45: Daniel Interprets the Dream

24 Therefore Daniel went in to Ar'i-och, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of
Babylon; he went and said thus to him, “Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; bring me in
before the king, and I will show the king the interpretation.”

25 Then Ar'i-och brought in Daniel before the king in haste, and said thus to him: “I have found
among the exiles from Judah a man who can make known to the king the interpretation.” 2 The
king said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshaz'zar, “Are you able to make known to me the
dream that I have seen and its interpretation?” 2’ Daniel answered the king, “No wise men,
enchanters, magicians, or astrologers can show to the king the mystery which the king has asked,
28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has made known to King
Nebuchadnez'zar what will be in the latter days. Your dream and the visions of your head as you
lay in bed are these: % To you, O king, as you lay in bed came thoughts of what would be
hereafter, and he who reveals mysteries made known to you what is to be. ** But as for me, not
because of any wisdom that I have more than all the living has this mystery been revealed to me,
but in order that the interpretation may be made known to the king, and that you may know the
thoughts of your mind.

31“You saw, O king, and behold, a great image. This image, mighty and of exceeding brightness,
stood before you, and its appearance was frightening. 3> The head of this image was of fine gold,
its breast and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, *3 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron
and partly of clay. ** As you looked, a stone was cut out by no human hand, and it smote the
image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces; ° then the iron, the clay, the bronze,
the silver, and the gold, all together were broken in pieces, and became like the chaff of the
summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, so that not a trace of them could be
found. But the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

36«“This was the dream; now we will tell the king its interpretation. 37 You, O king, the king of
kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, and the might, and the
glory, ¥ and into whose hand he has given, wherever they dwell, the sons of men, the beasts of
the field, and the birds of the air, making you rule over them all—you are the head of gold.

39 After you shall arise another kingdom inferior to you, and yet a third kingdom of bronze,
which shall rule over all the earth. *° And there shall be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron, because
iron breaks to pieces and shatters all things; and like iron which crushes, it shall break and crush
all these. *! And as you saw the feet and toes partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, it shall be a
divided kingdom; but some of the firmness of iron shall be in it, just as you saw iron mixed with
the miry clay. *> And as the toes of the feet were partly iron and partly clay, so the kingdom shall



be partly strong and partly brittle. *> As you saw the iron mixed with miry clay, so they will mix
with one another in marriage,™ but they will not hold together, just as iron does not mix with
clay. ** And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never
be destroyed, nor shall its sovereignty be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these
kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand for ever; *° just as you saw that a stone was
cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay,
the silver, and the gold. A great God has made known to the king what shall be hereafter. The
dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.”

Daniel 7: 1-14: Visions of the Four Beasts

7 In the first year of Belshaz'zar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his head as
he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream, and told the sum of the matter. 2 Daniel said, I
saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea.

3 And four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. * The first was like a
lion and had eagles’ wings. Then as I looked its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from
the ground and made to stand upon two feet like a man; and the mind of a man was given to it.

> And behold, another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up on one side; it had three
ribs in its mouth between its teeth; and it was told, ¢Arise, devour much flesh.” ¢ After this I
looked, and lo, another, like a leopard, with four wings of a bird on its back; and the beast had
four heads; and dominion was given to it. ’ After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a
fourth beast, terrible and dreadful and exceedingly strong; and it had great iron teeth; it devoured
and broke in pieces, and stamped the residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that
were before it; and it had ten horns. ®I considered the horns, and behold, there came up among
them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were plucked up by the
roots; and behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great
things. ° As I looked,

Judgment before the Ancient One

thrones were placed

and one that was ancient of days took his seat;
his raiment was white as snow,

and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames,

its wheels were burning fire.
10 A stream of fire issued

and came forth from before him;
a thousand thousands served him,

and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him;
the court sat in judgment,

and the books were opened.



1T looked then because of the sound of the great words which the horn was speaking. And as I
looked, the beast was slain, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. 12 As
for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a
season and a time. '3 1 saw in the night visions,

and behold, with the clouds of heaven
there came one like a son of man,

and he came to the Ancient of Days
and was presented before him.

14 And to him was given dominion
and glory and kingdom,

that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him;

his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away,

and his kingdom one
that shall not be destroyed.

Daniel 9: 20-27: The Seventy Weeks

20 While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and
presenting my supplication before the Lord my God for the holy hill of my God; ! while I was
speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the first, came to me in
swift flight at the time of the evening sacrifice. ?2 He came!™ and he said to me, “O Daniel, I have
now come out to give you wisdom and understanding. 2* At the beginning of your supplications a
word went forth, and I have come to tell it to you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider
the word and understand the vision.

24«Seventy weeks of years are decreed concerning your people and your holy city, to finish the
transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness,
to seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy place.!! 2> Know therefore and
understand that from the going forth of the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming of
an anointed one, a prince, there shall be seven weeks. Then for sixty-two weeks it shall be built
again with squares and moat, but in a troubled time. 2 And after the sixty-two weeks, an
anointed one shall be cut off, and shall have nothing; and the people of the prince who is to come
shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its!Y] end shall come with a flood, and to the end there
shall be war; desolations are decreed. 2’ And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one
week; and for half of the week he shall cause sacrifice and offering to cease; and upon the wing
of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on the
desolator.”



